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My First GISCorps Mission – Kabul, Afghanistan
Shoreh Elhami, GISP 
GISCorps Co-Chair 
GIS Director, Delaware County, OH Auditor’s Office 

On May 6th, 2005 I traveled to Kabul, 
Afghanistan as a GISCorps volunteer. As 
the plane flew over the Hindu kush at an 
average altitude of 5000 meters, I was 
amazed at the vastness and beauty of 
Afghanistan’s magnificent mountains. 
Later on as I became acquainted with 
the Afghans, I found myself equally 
impressed by their kindness, sense of 
humor, and hospitality. 

This was mainly a fact-finding 
mission and consisted of a series of 
meetings, lectures, and technical 
workshops. My host was the Afghanistan 
Information Management Service (AIMS) 
agency, a joint venture between the 
United Nations Office of Coordination 
for the Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) 
and the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP). The goal was 
to learn about AIMS GIS capabilities, 
identify their needs, and then deploy the 
most qualified volunteers to assist them 
with those needs.

AIMS has two primary 
responsibilities: building “Information 
Management Capacity” in government 
and delivering “Information 
Management Services” including 
GIS services to organizations across 
Afghanistan (www.aims.org.af). 

AIMS GIS division has been in 
operation for several years and provides 
a variety of GIS services to government 
agencies such as: Central Statistics 
Office (CSO), Afghanistan Geodesy 
and Cadastral Head Office (AGCHO), 
and Ministry of Rural Rehabilitation 
and Development (MRDD). AIMS 
services include but are not limited to 
database creation (both spatial and non-
spatial), training, mapping, and project 
management.

Lecturing in Farsi
During my visit, I met with several AIMS 
staff from various divisions and learned 
about their current and future projects 
as well as their GIS needs and chal-
lenges. I was also able to examine some 
of their datasets and observe their data 
gathering methodologies. 

In addition to meeting with the 
staff, I conducted several lectures 
on topics such as GISCorps and its 
mission, cadastral mapping, and spatial 
modeling. AIMS staff and several 
elected officials from Kabul municipality 
and various ministries attended those 
lectures. In one occasion and only 
fifteen minutes prior to the presentation, 
I was asked to deliver my lecture on 
cadastral mapping in Farsi (similar to the 
Dari language)! Considering that I have 
studied GIS in the English language, the 
presentation proved quite challenging. 
After the presentation, I was praised by 
several people; however, I am certain 
that their compliments were due to 
their graciousness and definitely not my 
language skills!

I also taught several hands-on 
technical workshops to 26 AIMS 
and non-AIMS employees. While the 
majority of students were from the 
Kabul branch of AIMS, a number of 
them had come from other AIMS offices 
such as: Jalalabad, Herat, and Mazar-e-
Sharif. Non-AIMS students were from 
USAID. At the end of these workshops, 
I was most impressed and inspired 
by the students’ GIS capabilities and 
enthusiasm to learn.

Needs and Volunteer Opportunities
After meeting with various groups and 
discussing their projects and needs, I 

wrote a preliminary report. The report 
included my observations, recommen-
dations, and a list of projects requested 
by AIMS and other entities. 

AIMS requests for volunteers 
were two types. The first type mainly 
consisted of hands-on software training.  
AIMS has decided to migrate their 
current GIS to an enterprise system 
and they are interested in trainers 
who can help them achieve that 
goal. Furthermore, since one of AIMS 
main objectives is data sharing and 
distribution, they also need training on 
how to setup and design a web based 
interactive map server application. The 
second type included several requests 
for technical assistance in areas such 
as: data collection methodologies 
(including mobile data collection), 
disaster management applications, data 
conversion, and GeoDatabase design. 

CSO and AGCHO were also 
interested in using our volunteers 
for their projects. The office of CSO 
is embarking upon a new project to 
assist them in Afghanistan’s upcoming 
Census and are looking for volunteers 
with expertise in census related 

During my visit, I stayed at an orphanage “The 
House of Flowers”  with 28 children

http://www.aims.org.af


Important URISA 
Dates to Remember

July 31-August 2, 2005
Public Participation GIS Conference
Cleveland, OH

August 14-17, 2005
GIS in Addressing Conference
Austin, TX

October 9-12, 2005
URISA’s 43rd Annual Conference
Kansas City, MO

February 9-12, 2006
Integrating GIS & CAMA Conference
Orlando, FL

URISA Headquarters 
1460 Renaissance Drive, Suite 305
Park Ridge, IL 60068 
Phone: 847-824-6300 
Fax: 847-824-6363
info@urisa.org
http://www.urisa.org

The Urban and Regional Information 

Systems Association (URISA) is the 

premier professional association for 

those involved in improving our urban 

and regional environments through the 

effective use of information technology. 

Professionals in planning, economic 

development, information systems, 

emergency services, natural resources, 

public works, transportation, and other 

departments within state and local 

government have depended on URISA 

for professional development and 

educational needs since 1963. Through 

its international, national and local 

chapter operations, URISA serves nearly 

8,000 professionals.

About

URISA Board
President
Dianne M. Haley, BSc, MScGIS, GISP, 
Alberta Energy and Utilities Board, 
dianne.haley@gov.ab.ca
 
President-Elect
Cindy Domenico, Boulder County (CO) 
Assessor, cdomenico@co.boulder.co.us

Immediate Past-President 
Daniel M Parr, GISP, Daniel Parr 
Associates, Inc., dan@danparr.com
 
Treasurer
Mark J. Salling, GISP, Cleveland State 
University, mark@urban.csuohio.edu

Secretary
Kathrine Cargo, Orleans Parish 
Communications District, 
kcargo@911nola.org

Eric Bohard, GISP, Clackamas County, 
OR, ericboh@co.clackamas.or.us

Shoreh Elhami, GISP, Delaware County 
(OH) Auditors Office,  
selhami@co.delaware.oh.us

Allen Ibaugh, Data Transfer Solutions, 
Orlando, FL, aibaugh@geowebhouse.com

Stephen W. Kinzy, GISP, ESRI-St Louis, 
skinzy@esri.com

Lisa Lubeley, GISP, City of San Diego, 
llubeley@sandiego.gov

Kim H. Mc Donough, GISP, Tennessee 
Dept of Transportation,  
kim.mcdonough@state.tn.us

Nigel Roberts, Regional Municipality of 
Waterloo, ON, rnigel@region.waterloo.on.ca

Article submissions, calendar items 
and industry news should be sent to 
wfrancis@urisa.org 

IN THIS ISSUE

5 Read the News!

6 Welcome New Corporate and Business Members

7 Industry News

8 Find the Harmony at URISA 2005

9 URISA’s GIS Hall of Fame Profile: Jack Dangermond

10 Assisting the Vulnerable

2 July/August 2005 • URISA News

 

ESRI Homeland Security Summit 
to Meet in September 2005
Decision makers from the public and 
private sectors will gather at the ESRI 
Homeland Security GIS Summit to ex-
change practical solutions for homeland 
security, crisis management, and busi-
ness continuity. The summit will take 
place at the Adams Mark Hotel in Den-
ver, Colorado, September 12–14, 2005.

The ESRI Homeland Security GIS Sum-
mit is a forum for executives and 
management teams to evaluate their 
levels of readiness for information man-
agement, technology strategies, and 
collaborative partnerships for homeland 
security. Discussion topics include orga-
nizational issues related to budget plan-
ning; policy development; technology 
investments; best practices in collabora-
tive partnerships; and effective manage-
ment and deployment of information 
solutions, such as, GIS, when and where 
they are most needed.

For more information, visit www.esri.
com/hssummit.



datasets and applications. They are 
especially interested in working with 
our volunteers and conducting a 
pilot project on real-time field data 
collection methodologies.  AGCHO 
is looking into the best practices 
for building a nation-wide cadastral 
system and is interested in working 
with GISCorps volunteers with 
expertise in cadastral mapping.

 
GIS Curriculum at Kabul University
I also visited with the faculty of Kabul 
University’s Department of Geology 
and Geography. Currently, neither 
departments offer any GIS courses and 
are still using old text books and mate-
rial. However, they were quite eager to 
incorporate GIS into their existing cur-
riculum. They were also very interested 
in GIS material and any standards and/
or literature in Farsi language. There, 
I ended up giving my second lecture 
in Farsi! 
After the presentation, I explained 
the volunteer screening process and 
pledged to look for qualified volun-
teers to assist them with the new 
curriculum upon my return. I also 
mentioned to the faculty that I was 
heading to Tehran in a few days and 
that I was invited to give a lecture at 
the GIS Department of KNT University 
in Tehran.  They asked if I could in-
quire about any Farsi material and/or 
other assistances that KNTU could pro-
vide to them while in Tehran.
A week later, I gave a lecture at KNTU 
about GISCorps and cadastral map-
ping. After the lecture, they demon-
strated some of their ongoing GIS 
projects which were quite impressive. 
KNTU offers undergraduate as well as 
Masters and PhD degrees in remote 

sensing, surveying, and GIS. I asked if 
they would be willing to assist Kabul 
University in getting a GIS program 
started and a number of their faculty 
expressed interest in helping them by 
sending trainers and/or hosting their 
faculty at KNTU. 

 
Prioritizing Needs
Shortly after I returned, I finalized the 
preliminary report and sent it to AIMS 
staff. Overall, I identified nine potential 
projects for GISCorps volunteers. While 
some of these projects require that 
the volunteer(s) would be deployed 
to Afghanistan, at least three of them 
could be implemented remotely (by 
volunteers from their home countries).  
We will begin the screening process 
and forming the teams of volunteers as 
soon as we receive the prioritized list 
from AIMS.

Gratifying Experience
2005 has been a rewarding year for 
GISCorps volunteers and committee 
members. Following the Indian Ocean 
tragedy of December 2004, over a 
dozen GISCorps volunteers were either 
deployed to the region or worked 
remotely on post di-
saster relief projects. 
Their stories and 
what they were able 
to accomplish is a 
true display of their 
selflessness and com-
passion. 
As enthused as I was 
about our volunteers 
and their accom-
plishments, this sen-
timent was not fully 
realized until becom-

ing a volunteer myself. In Afghanistan 
I met the most remarkable group of 
people and was deeply inspired by 
their resilience and desire to make a 
difference. Afghanistan needs the assis-
tance of GIS professionals in building a 
nation-wide spatial infrastructure and 
GISCorps volunteers could assist them 
in achieving that goal. I am convinced 
that by volunteering we can make a 
difference. We just have to commit 
ourselves to serve others who need our 
help.

“Love cannot remain by itself – it has 
no meaning. Love has to be put into 
action, and that action is service”                 

Mother Teresa

As the plane took off, I knew that 
for me, this was just the beginning of 
many more missions to come.

AIMS Staff attending a hands-on 
workshop

AIMS Staff listening to my lecture

With Kabul municipality and several 
ministries’ staff and elected officials 

With Staff of AIMS’ GIS Division
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President’s Column

Read the News!
By Dianne Haley, GISP, URISA President 2004-2005

Dianne Haley
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While I always find the URISA News a 
wonderful read, the last several edi-
tions (March/April and May/June) have 
been more so – and not just because 
I have been writing a column as the 
URISA President!  

In the May/June edition (Issue 
207), we featured an article from our 
first GISCorps volunteer to support 
tsunami relief efforts in Indonesia. 
Having been on the periphery of 
the flurry of GISCorps activity after 
the tsunami, it is gratifying to see 
the positive results of the GISCorps 
efforts while remaining amazed at the 
devastation that was caused. I know 
there have been a number of other 
GISCorps ‘assignments’ and I look 
forward to more URISA News articles 
from GISCorps volunteers who are 
making a difference in other parts of 
our world.

Starting with the March/April 
edition, we began profiling the first 
inductees into URISA’s GIS Hall of 
Fame. URISA established the GIS Hall 
of Fame as a means to recognize and 
honor some of the most esteemed 
leaders of the geospatial community. 
To be considered for the GIS Hall 
of Fame, an individual’s or an 
organization’s record of contribution 
to the advancement of the industry 
demonstrates creative thinking 
and actions, vision and innovation, 
inspiring leadership, perseverance, and 
community mindedness. 

The names of the first inductees 
to the URISA GIS Hall of Fame are, in 
all likelihood, familiar to us all. In some 
manner throughout our careers in 
this industry, we have been exposed 
to their thoughts, their theories, 
their writings, their lifelong work, 
and perhaps we have been able to 
participate in the audience during one 
of their presentations. Many of us were 
still in school as their careers created 
this field we now find ourselves part 
of. Without them, URISA would not 

have been established, nor would it 
have continued to flourish. Without 
them, GIS and geospatial information 
technology might not be what it is 
today. In many cases, these individuals 
and organizations are somewhat of 
a mystery, but the profiles prepared 
for URISA News have added some 
clarity, and further expanded on the 
accomplishments of these inductees. 
And I have learned a great deal more 
about these individuals from these 
profiles; I can remember using SYMAP 
while attending university, and always 
wondered how that technology had 
been created and evolved – and now I 
know.  I always wondered how Roger 
Tomlinson had become known as the 
“father of GIS”, and while I was aware 

of some of the history, I now know 
how that unfolded.

So I encourage you all to take 
time from your busy day and hectic 
schedule to read the profiles of the 
URISA GIS Hall of Fame inductees. Take 
the time to learn a little more about 
the individuals and organizations that 
have shaped our industry. You never 
know – your career might lead you to 
your own place in the URISA GIS Hall 
of Fame.

One last comment - don’t forget 
the Kansas City conference in your 
planning. URISA’s Annual Conference 
and Exposition features management 
and policy discussions of IT/GIS 
issues affecting urban and regional 
governments.  Preconference 
workshops, technical sessions, and 
networking events are also held at the 
4-day event, October 9-12, 2005 in 
Kansas City, Missouri. See you there!

Until next time….

Election Results
Thanks to all URISA members who took the time to vote in the 2005 Board of 
Directors Election! It was an extremely close election.

At the close of the URISA Annual Conference in Kansas City this October, Ed 
Wells will become  President-elect. Ingrid Bruce, Zhong-Ren Peng and Cy Smith 
will join him as members of the Board. 

Thanks!
A special thank you to Sanjiv Gandhi from the City of Orlando, Florida; Melinda 
Avey from Travis County, Texas; and Zane Burgeson, from Clark County, Nevada 
for verifying this year’s Board of Director’s election results!       

Call for New Business 
In preparation for URISA’s annual 
business meeting during URISA 
2005 in Kansas City (Wednesday, 
October 12, 4:00 PM), please 
submit any new business for 
the agenda to Wendy Francis 
(wfrancis@urisa.org). 

Congratulations to Chuck 
Kindleberger (URISA President  

1987-88) on his retirement! 

mailto:wfrancis@urisa.org


Welcome New Corporate and Business Members

Kessler GIS
509-685-0386
kesslergis@plix.com
Kessler GIS emphasizes education, 
consulting in many areas, data devel-
opment, and map production in Arc-
GIS, Workstation ArcInfo, and ArcView 
GIS. A broad base of two decades 
experience allows adaptation to the 
specific needs of the client. Kessler GIS 
focuses on a few clients and high-qual-
ity service. Additionally, Kessler GIS has 
developed custom educational courses 
in ArcGIS Desktop. These are offered at 
client sites or open-registration classes. 
Kessler GIS is an authorized trainer for 
ESRI’s Introduction to ArcGIS I & II. 

 
Causeway Data Communications Ltd.
www.cdc-ni.com
CDC Ltd. specialises in software de-
velopment and consultancy services 
for the application of GIS technology 
in the property appraisal industry. The 
company, with considerable expertise 
in geostatistical analysis and model-
ling techniques for property informa-
tion, offers spatialest®, as its flagship 
product. spatialest® is a powerful 
modelling toolset which combines GIS 
and statistical functionality to offer a 
unique approach to property appraisal. 
The product offers a novel method of 
generating an estimate of property val-
ue using comparable sales information, 
intelligent property attribute compari-
son and proximity. For more informa-
tion go to www.spatialest.com 

 
Burns & McDonnell Engineering
www.burnsmcd.com 
Burns & McDonnell is a 107-year old 
consulting firm that provides engi-
neering, architecture, and program 
management services.  Over the past 
century, we have evolved into a diverse 
consulting firm of over 1800 employees 
in 18 offices.  Whether your enterprise 

is a regional government cooperative, 
state or county agency, large city or 
small community, Burns & McDonnell’s 
Information Management Group can 
monitor the technology changes and 
chart the course that is important for 
your business to succeed in its mission.

 

KCI Technologies
KCI Technologies, Inc
www.kci.com           
KCI Technologies, Inc., is the largest 
employee-owned, multi-disciplined en-
gineering firm in Maryland, employing 
a staff of more than 750 people operat-
ing in offices in nine states—Delaware, 
Florida, Georgia, Maryland, North Caro-
lina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginia, West 
Virginia—and the District of Columbia. 
KCI’s professionals offer technical exper-
tise in civil, structural, transportation, 
environmental, hazardous waste, me-
chanical, electrical, telecommunications, 
soils engineering, surveying, land plan-
ning and landscape architecture, geol-
ogy, hydrology, ecology; surveying, as 
well as construction management and 
inspection. Our GIS professionals special-
ize in the integration and enhancement 
of our core disciplines with GIS applica-
tions, database design, and web design.

 

Pinnacle Mapping Technologies, Inc.
www.pinnaclemapping.com 
Pinnacle Mapping Technologies, Inc., 
a woman-owned and veteran-owned 
small business, provides a broad range 
of photogrammetric and GIS services 
to clients in the private and public 
sectors.  At Pinnacle, we bring together 
our large company technical knowl-
edge base within a smaller organiza-
tion.  Our customers feel like they are 
working with a large company that is 

in tune with quality assurance and cus-
tomer satisfaction, they receive first-rate 
mapping products and they spend only 
a fraction of the cost a large company 
would charge for those services.  

 
Our services include:
• Aerial Photography (Digital and 

Frame)
• LiDAR Acquisition & Processing
• Mapping-related Geodetic Survey 

Services
• Film Scanning & Aerial 

Triangulation
• Topographic and Planimetric 

Feature Extraction
• Digital Orthophotography
• GIS & CAD Data Modeling
• GeoDatabase Design and 

Migration
• GIS Implementation Planning
• Web-GIS Application 

Development & Implementation

Corporate Members
BAE SYSTEMS ADR
Bentley Systems, Inc.
Bowne Management Systems, Inc. 
Burns & McDonnell Engineering
CDM
DeLorme
ESRI
Federal Geographic Data Committee 
Geographic Technologies Group 
GRW Aerial Surveys
ISC
KCI Technologies
Kucera International, Inc. 
Manatron
MD Atlantic Technologies
Merrick & Company
Mobile Video Services, Inc.
PCI Geomatics
Pinnacle Mapping Technologies, Inc.
Robinson Engineering, Ltd.
Rolta International
The Schneider Corporation
The Sidwell Company
Space Imaging
Surdex Corporation

Business Members
Causeway Data Communications Ltd.
Colorado CustomWare, Inc.
Curiosity Quest
Data Transfer Solutions, LLC
Tyler Technologies Eagle Computer Division
EarthData
Geographic Mapping Consultants
GIS Planning, Inc.
Hartman & Associates
InnovaTeq
Juniper GIS
Kessler GIS
Layton Graphics
MGP, Inc.
Orion Technology Inc.
Spatial Focus, Inc.
Systems Design, Inc.
Traverse PC
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Industry News

Thanks to Surdex Corporation for 
their recent donation  

of a computer to URISA 
Headquarters! 
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Pictometry International Corp. announced that 
the company plans to provide a limited number of 
grants that can be used by counties as part of their 
funding for Pictometry technology. The company 
also announced that it has added additional grants 
news and information services to its website that 
enable public safety agencies to search for and 
find details about national and regional grants. 
The Pictometry 9-1-1 Grants (P9-1-1) will enable 
new Pictometry county customers to receive up to 
$5,000 per PSAP (Public Safety Answering Point) 
location. Counties with multiple PSAPs can qualify 
for an enterprise-wide county grant of up to $15,000 
per county. The grants will be applied towards the 
9-1-1 seat license fees that are part of the overall 
cost of a Pictometry image library and software. 
The P9-1-1 Grants can also be used by existing 
Pictometry county customers that have not yet 
expanded their Pictometry system into their 9-1-1 
operations. Applications for the P9-1-1 Grants will 
be awarded on a first come, first serve basis with 
an application deadline of September 30, 2005. 
Complete information on Pictometry’s grant pro-
gram requirements can be found by registering on 
the company’s secure website at www.pictometry.
com/moreinfo.asp and then going to the E9-1-1 
section under Government Applications. 

ESRI announced the release of its printed source-
books, Community Sourcebook of ZIP Code Demo-
graphics and Community Sourcebook of County 
Demographics. This new release also contains up-
dates and projections for data such as popula-
tion, age distribution, and income. Demographic 
spending potential indexes are also included for 
20 categories such as financial services, home 
improvement, entertainment, home furnishings, 
apparel, automotive aftermarket, health insurance, 
pets, and pet supplies. 

Kidz Online (http://www.kidzonline.org/Corp/
Aboutus.asp) was recently awarded a $1 mil-
lion grant from the U.S. Department of Labor’s 
President’s High Growth Job Training Initiative to 
increase public awareness of geospatial technologies 
and career opportunities. 

ESRI announced that ArcGIS 9.1 is now available, a 
full release of ArcGIS Desktop, ArcGIS Engine, ArcGIS 
Server, ArcIMS, and ArcSDE. 

Azteca Systems Inc. announced the release of 
Cityworks Version 4.3, its GIS-based Asset Main-
tenance Management System (AMMS) software.   

Two of the Midwest’s leading providers of GIS 
services for land development clients, Ames, Iowa-
based ProMap and the Schneider Corporation 
recently joined forces. 

People News
Secretary of the Interior Gale A. Norton announced 
the resignation of Dr. Charles G. Groat as Director 
of the U.S.   Geological Survey (USGS). Dr. Groat 
will resume his distinguished  academic career 
– accepting appointments at the University of 
Texas at Austin.  His resignation was effective June 
17, 2005. In a letter to Dr. Groat, Secretary Norton 

praised the knowledge, management skills, leadership 
and perseverance that he has brought to the USGS and 
the Department of the Interior:

DeLorme announced the appointment of Dave Es-
helman to the position of President.

At the June meeting of the Open Geospatial Consortium, 
Inc.(OGC) in St. John’s Newfoundland, Doug Nebert 
received OGC’s seventh annual Kenneth G. Gardels 
Award. The Gardels Award, a gold medallion, is awarded 
to individuals who have made an outstanding contribution 
to advance OGC’s vision of geographic information fully 
integrated into the world’s information systems. Doug 
Nebert is the Clearinghouse Coordinator at the US Federal 
Geographic Data Committee (FGDC). 

Neal Carpenter has been named President and CEO of 
The Sidwell Company. Carpenter’s career with Sidwell 
began in 1978.

Merrick & Company congratulates Gary D.Outlaw, Vice 
President - Business Development and Torin P. Haskell, Sr. 
Account Manger for Merrick’s GeoSpatial Solutions busi-
ness unit on their recent certification as GIS Professionals 
(GISPs) by the GIS Certification Institute (GISCI)

Project Awards
Three regional planning commissions, 35 Wisconsin 
counties, and 150 additional partners within those coun-
ties have contracted with Ayres Associates to provide 
detailed aerial photography and related services in the 
largest mapping initiative in the state’s history.  The map-
ping will serve as the basis for geographic information 
systems that combine detailed maps with numerous 
types of information, including land parcels, zoning, 
and tax data. Beyond planning commissions, counties, 
municipalities, and townships, participants in this digital 
orthoimagery project include tribal governments, state 
and federal agencies, private entities, and utilities. These 
project partners are benefiting from the sharing of costs 
and data through a consortium approach.  Many have re-
quested a variety of other products and services, including 
topographic mapping using traditional photogrammetric 
and LiDAR (light detection and ranging) methods.

Merrick & Company announced a $1.8 million contract 
to deliver a total turnkey LIDAR solution to Lidar Inter-
national Partnership, Ltd. (LIPL) Marketing rights of the 
turnkey LIDAR solution in the Australasia region have 
been granted to Merrick Mars Lidar Proprietary Limited 
(MMLPL) of Brisbane, Queensland, Australia.  
 
Intergraph announced that Dallas County, Iowa, one of 
the top 10 fastest growing counties in the United States, 
is using Intergraph Web mapping solutions to speed 
delivery of customer requests for geospatial data. The 
county created a new, easily navigable Web site, http://
geodallas.co.dallas.ia.us/, enabling users to create maps 
and visualize other location-specific information from 
home or office computers, thus eliminating trips to the 
county courthouse.
 
Municipal Software is pleased to announce that the 
Village of Mundelein, Illinois has purchased its CityView 
product solution to provide an integrated permitting and 
complaint tracking system. In addition, the Village will use 
CityView’s Application Builder to develop new applica-
tions to streamline numerous Village Services.

Geographic Technologies Group, Inc. (GTG) has an-
nounced several municipalities and local governments 
have selected GTG for products and services. These 
include Moore County, North Carolina – Complete GIS 
Integration and Consulting Services; Spalding County, 
Georgia – Creation of Street Centerline GIS Layers; 
Forsyth County, Georgia - GIS Implementation Plan 
Update; First Colony Community Association, Texas 
(FCCA) – Onsite GIS Implementation Services; GTG 
was also selected for the following Installation Services: 
City of Bossier City, Louisiana; City of Bend, Oregon; 
City of Lacey, Washington; City of Leesburg, Florida; 
Town of Davie, Florida; City of Opelika, Alabama; Avon 
Park, Florida; Thousand Oaks, Florida; City of Cuyahoga 
Falls, Ohio; City of Meridian, Mississippi; Town of 
Greenburgh, New York; City of Elmhurst, Illinois; and 
the City of West Des Moines, Iowa.
 
GeoDecisions was awarded a contract to build an 
enterprise geospatial technology data architecture for 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania that will provide 
a common operating picture for the state’s homeland 
security response systems and foster geospatial data 
sharing among all levels of governments. The Penn-
sylvania Governor’s Office of Administration, Office 
for Information Technology Bureau of Geospatial 
Technologies selected GeoDecisions to lead the PA 
Enterprise Geospatial Technologies Data Architecture 
(EGTDA) project. 

MapInfo Corporation announced that the Beecher 
Falls, Vermont Volunteer Fire Department is using Map-
Info Location Intelligence technology. Using MapInfo 
Professional, first responders are able to gather specific 
information about the location of e9-1-1 calls by view-
ing detailed maps of the location of the emergency. 
With MapInfo Professional installed on laptops in fire 
trucks and at the station, firefighters are able to re-
spond to the emergency without needing paper maps 
or relying solely on directions from the dispatcher, 
greatly reducing response times. The Beecher Falls 
Volunteer Fire Department is responsible for providing 
emergency services to 13 rural communities across 
Vermont, New Hampshire, and Quebec, Canada. 
Because of its proximity to the Canadian border, the 
area is considered “high risk” by the Department of 
Homeland Security, making it critical to have updated 
address information on rural roads and quick and ac-
curate emergency response times. Through MapInfo’s 
Homeland Security Grant Program, which is designed 
to help organizations that could not have otherwise 
afforded such technology, the Beecher Falls Volunteer 
Fire Department received MapInfo Professional to help 
deliver better emergency services to its communities. 

ORBIMAGE Inc. signed an agreement with Micro-
soft Corp. to supply high resolution global satellite 
image data for MSN Virtual Earth, a key component 
of MSN Search.

Intergraph Corporation announced Digital Mapping 
Inc. (DMI) has purchased the company’s Z/I Imaging 
DMC digital mapping camera.

http://www.pictometry.com/moreinfo.asp
http://www.pictometry.com/moreinfo.asp
http://www.kidzonline.org/Corp/Aboutus.asp
http://www.kidzonline.org/Corp/Aboutus.asp
http://geodallas.co.dallas.ia.us/
http://geodallas.co.dallas.ia.us/


URISA’s 43rd Annual Conference in 
Kansas City is the place for spatial 
information professionals.  This confer-
ence will provide some of the most 
technologically intriguing geospatial 
programs that have been presented 
in our industry in the past few years. 
Learn how other business and govern-
mental leaders are empowering their 
workforce through GIS and IT initia-
tives that represent the state-of-the-art 
in application deployment and policy 
planning which address the latest 
regulations, environmental conditions, 
transportation/land use issues, and sev-
eral others. Bring away products, tech-
niques, and practices to enhance your 
own program. Share your experiences 
and network with your counterparts 
across government, industry, and aca-
demia. This year’s conference program 
is packed full of new and innovative 
workshops, sessions, and exhibits.

Visit the URISA website, www.
urisa.org, for complete session 
descriptions, presenter information 
and more. The URISA conference 
includes 13 full-day pre-conference 
workshops, nearly 60 ninety-minute 
educational sessions, an inspiring 
keynote, a comprehensive exhibit hall, 
networking events, and about 200 
presenters!

Pre-Conference Workshops—Sunday, 
October 9
URISA has placed a vital significance 
on updating past workshops and in-
troducing several new workshops this 
year (included with your full registra-
tion).  With the fast-paced changes 
in information technology occurring 
as quickly as on an annual basis, it is 
important to offer new workshops 
to provide you with diverse training 
opportunities. From Field Automa-
tion Options for Local Government 
to Public Data, Public Access, Privacy, 
and Security, you are certain to find a 

URISA workshop that meets your cur-
rent professional needs.

“Herding Cats, Saving Kids, Pets 
& Conserving the Earth – One 
Technology…Many Solutions.” 
— On Monday morning, we 
welcome Chris Warner, President 
& CEO, of Earth 911, who will 
share his vision and creation of 
several GIS-enhanced portals 
that bring together resources 
and people and provide 
information on how to make 
our world a better place for 
all beings.  Chris Warner is a 
Founding Partner of the AMBER 
Alert Portal Consortium, leading 
coordination efforts to implement 
the new AMBER Alert Portal 
system (www.amberalert.com) 

across the United States.  Mr. 
Warner’s organization, Engaging 
and Empowering Citizenship 
(E2C), encompasses a number of 
public/private partnerships aimed 
at boosting public safety, helping 
the environment and improving 
quality of life. 

GISCorps—A homegrown URISA 
initiative, GISCorps, operates 
purely by the energy and 
dedication of its volunteers.  This 
program operates coordinates 
short term, volunteer-based 
GIS services to underprivileged 
communities. Hear GISCorps 
volunteers as they share their 
experiences from across the globe: 
Peru, Indonesia, and Afghanistan.

Educational Sessions—URISA offers 
the most diverse educational 
program tracks of any conference 
targeted to spatial professionals 
working in state/provincial, 
regional, and local governments.  
Program tracks will focus on 
diverse issues from community 
and economic development to 

Find the Harmony at URISA 2005
Lisa Lubeley, GISP, GIS Program Manager, City of San Diego
URISA Board Member & 2005 Conference Chair

In this day and age of tight budgets and numerous choices of conferences to attend, 
why choose URISA? I can tell you why I choose URISA – because of the people, 
because of the networking opportunities, because of the new ideas that I learn about 
– in the sessions, in the exhibit area, and in the hallways!  
• Have you ever attended a conference where the ideas that are presented are new, 

from different parts of the world, and from people who have dealt with situations 
similar to those you are facing now?  

• Have you ever attended a conference where you have met someone with a great 
project and then when you got home, you could actually pick up the phone and call 
them and find out more information, AND they were happy to help you out?  

This is what I have found by attending the URISA conferences. The people are great and 
are willing to share their knowledge. This is a professional organization with a range of 
practitioners from new comers to the technology to some of the “original” thought pro-
vokers (I dare not say old-timers!). These conferences have helped me to form professional 
networks, as well as life-long personal friendships that span the globe. The URISA confer-
ences provide me with an opportunity to step back from my day-to-day work and look at 
the big picture. They give me the chance to revitalize my creative energies and I return to 
my work brimming with new ideas and vision - refreshed, motivated, and with a whole 
new outlook!

Sandi Majewski, Crime Analyst, City of Las Vegas Metro Police Dept.

continued on page 9
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The Urban and Regional Information 
Systems Association has established 
the GIS Hall of Fame to recognize 
and honor the most esteemed lead-
ers of the geospatial community. 
To be considered for the GIS Hall 
of Fame, an individual’s or an 
organization’s record of contribution 
to the advancement of the industry 
demonstrates creative thinking and 
actions, vision and innovation, in-
spiring leadership, perseverance, and 
community mindedness. In addition, 
nominees must serve as a role model 
for those who follow. URISA Hall of 
Fame Laureates are individuals or or-
ganizations whose pioneering work 
has moved the geospatial industry in 
a better, stronger direction.
 The first inductees into 
URISA’s GIS Hall of Fame are Edgar 
Horwood, Ian McHarg, Roger Tom-
linson, Jack Dangermond, Nancy 
Tosta, and the Harvard Graphics 
School. In this issue of URISA News, 
we will learn more about Jack Dan-
germond. 

Jack Dangermond
Jack Dangermond, President of Envi-
ronmental Systems Research Institute 
(ESRI), is recognized as a pioneer in 
spatial analysis methods and one of 
the founding fathers of GIS technol-
ogy. He is also considered to be one of 
the most influential people in GIS. 

In developing GIS technology 
and its applications, Mr. Dangermond 
combined an early interest 
in computers with studies in 
environmental science at California 
Polytechnic College, urban planning 
at the University of Minnesota and 
landscape architecture at Harvard 
University. In 1969, he and his wife 
founded ESRI in his hometown of 
Redlands, California and ever since 
has been an outspoken proponent of 

GIS as one of man’s most promising 
decision-making tools for urban, 
regional, environmental, and global 
problems.

ESRI has the largest GIS software 
install base in the world with more 
than one million users in more than 
130,000 organizations representing 
business, government, Non-
Government Organizations (NGOs), 
and academia. Mr. Dangermond 
fostered the growth of ESRI from 
a small research group to an 
organization of 2,700 employees, 

known internationally for GIS software 
development, training and services. 

But beyond his commercial 
success, Mr. Dangermond has been 
a leader and visionary in a way that 
has promoted the technology beyond 
that of his own company. For more 
than 30 years, Mr. Dangermond 
has delivered keynote addresses at 
numerous international conferences, 
published hundreds of papers on 
GIS and in such diverse fields as 
computer science, photogrammetry, 
planning, environmental science and 
cartography, and given thousands 
of presentations on GIS around the 
world, including many at URISA 
conferences. He is the recipient of a 
number of awards, honorary degrees 
and medals, including URISA’s 
Horwood Award. 

As important as all that, his 
passion for GIS and for its application 
to solving problems, particularly for 
the causes of the environment and 
the less empowered in society, and his 
generosity concerning those issues, is 
well known throughout the industry.

URISA’s GIS Hall of Fame Profile: 
Jack Dangermond

tax assessment to transportation 
planning. Go online to check out 
the breadth and depth of three 
full days of educational sessions, 
occurring Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday, October 10-12 in 
Kansas City!

Summit II:  National NSDI Vision…
Local Implementation
This special event on Wednesday, 
October 12 is jointly organized by 
URISA, the National Association of 
Counties (NACo), the National States 
Geographic Information Council (NS-

GIC) and the Federal Geographic Data 
Committee (FGDC). This “working” 
session will strive to encourage coop-
eration in the development of NSDI 
and is intended for those interested in 
U.S. policy issues and the development 
of the NSDI.  

I would like to express my deepest ap-
preciation to the Conference Commit-
tee and URISA staff for their diligence 
and dedication to putting together 
an outstanding program this year. We 
look forward to seeing you in Kansas 
City this October!

Find the Harmony continued from page 8
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While we are all familiar with the uses 
of GIS in the western world, including 
Local Government, Public Utilities, For-
estry etc, we may be less familiar with 
the ways in which GIS is used interna-
tionally in disaster management.  

Zul Jiwani, President of Orion 
Technology and a member of 
the Board of Directors for Focus 
Humanitarian Assistance Canada, 
discussed the Use of GIS for “Assisting 
the Vulnerable - Using GIS for 
Preparedness, Mitigation and Response 
to Natural Disasters” in his recent 
keynote address at the URISA Ontario 
Chapter “Be Spatial Expo and AGM” in 
Toronto, Ontario.

Mr. Jiwani spends a couple of 
months a year on voluntary missions 
with FOCUS using his expertise and 
experience in GIS to help them in 
their mission of protecting the lives of 
the vulnerable and relieving suffering 
of victims of disasters and crisis.  
FOCUS Humanitarian Assistance is 
an international group of agencies 
established in Europe, North America 
and South and Central Asia that have 
developed a specialization in disaster 
preparedness, mitigation, prevention 
and disaster response.  FOCUS is an 
affiliate of the Aga Khan Development 
Network (AKDN), a group of private, 
non-denominational development 
agencies and institutions, active in over 
20 countries that seek to empower 
communities and individuals, often 
in disadvantaged circumstances, 
to improve living conditions and 
opportunities in specific regions of 
Africa and Asia.   

While the focus of Mr. Jiwani’s 
address was on natural disasters, he 
spoke first of a visit to Afghanistan, 
and how GIS is being used in response 
to devastating man-made disasters. 
Aid in this area is being provided in 
the repatriation of refugees, building 
accommodation for families whose 

homes have been destroyed, providing 
food in the short-term, providing 
vocational training, and creating 
economic activities like micro-credit, 
road building and canal building.  GIS 
Services in Afghanistan are provided by 
Afghanistan Information Management 
Services (AIMS).  AIMS was set-up 
and is operated by the United Nations 
to develop a common approach to 
information management.  Its purpose 
is to firstly “build an information 
management capacity in the 
government of Afghanistan and then 
to provide information management 
services to the government and the 
humanitarian community.”  AIMS 
seeks to provide standard data and 
technology standards and promote the 
free flow of information by providing 
customer service, product delivery, 
capacity building and supporting 
information policy development.  
They currently serve more than ten 
government departments and have 
regional offices in five cities managed 
by Afghans and a main office in Kabul.

Geographic Information Systems 
(GIS) have been playing a major role 
in designing early warning systems, 
catalyzing the process of preparedness, 
mitigation and response in various 
stages of a disaster management cycle.  
Natural hazards (i.e. earthquakes, 
floods, landslides etc.) become 
disasters when they strike the man-
made environment.  Mr. Jiwani 
recently had the opportunity to visit 
an area in Central Asia at the meeting 
point of 4 Mountain Ranges (Himalaya, 
Karakorum, Hundikush and Pamir) 
in an area spanning Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, India, Tajikistan and China 
that is prone to such disasters.  Villages 
are located high up in the mountains 
and may be miles away from the 
nearest town.  Natural disasters in this 
region result in deaths and displaced 
people every year.  

The lack of infrastructure in 
the area means that help can often 
be hours or even days away.  Tiny 
mountain-side roads are often blocked 
by fallen rocks or washed out entirely 
by landslides.  Heavy machinery must 
be brought in from nearby villages to 
clear the way and this can add even 
more time to the relief efforts.  

FOCUS Humanitarian Assistance 
works to effectively reduce the impact of 
these disasters by preparing a complete 
Disaster Management strategy for each 
village.  The strategy begins with a 
Natural Hazard Vulnerability Assessment 
(NHVA) field team visiting and analyzing 
a village by performing a detailed 
analysis.  This starts with a visit to the 
village leaders to explain their purpose 
and gather important demographic 
information.  Following that a geologist 
will undertake a detailed assessment of 
all hazards present in a village, record 
the details and prepare maps.  They will 
also hold discussions with the villagers to 
discuss disaster awareness.  An assistant 
Geologist identifies all critical facilities 
and infrastructure, records the details, 
takes GPS coordinates and photos.  
Once the team has collected all the 
required data they move on to the next 
village.  However, the risk assessment 
does not end here.  The NHVA team 

Assisting the Vulnerable
Using GIS for Preparedness, Mitigation and Response to Natural Disasters
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then delivers all data for each village 
to the Risk Assessment team.  The Risk 
Assessment team receives data from 
field teams, reviews for completeness 
and passes them onto the GIS team.  
The GIS team, enters all the data into a 
database, digitizes all maps and passes 
it back to the risk assessment team for 
analysis and filing.  Below are samples of 
the maps that can be created to assess 
risk in these instances.

Once this information is known, 
Humanitarian Assistance can work 
towards mitigating risk by taking 
preparatory measures.  For example, 
if the team identifies a river as a flood 
hazard that could potentially cause a 
landslide, the team will work to divert 
the flow of the river by creating a dam 
and canal system that will move the 
water away from the at risk area.  They 

may also build walls within the village 
to help block the flow of debris should 
a landslide occur.  The Humanitarian 
Assistance team may also build escape 
paths to safe havens with shelter and 
stockpiles of emergency supplies should 
the villagers need to evacuate.  They 
also work to improve roads, build 
bridges and establish inter-village 
communication systems to support 
relief efforts should an emergency arise.  
They also provide search and rescue 
training to the villagers and GIS training 
so that these Disaster Management 
Systems may become self sustaining.  

A GIS can support disaster 
management as a powerful tool for 
collecting, storing, analysis, modeling 
and displaying large amounts of data.  
GIS and the Internet are often used 
to distribute geospatial information 

Welcome NEW URISA Members!
James Andrusiw, City of Coquitlam, BC Canada
Robert Austin, Michael Baker Corporation, Alexandria, VA 
Alida Baker, CTAC, Pittsburgh, PA 
Kelli Beal, City of Temecula, CA 
Michael Bishopp, Lincoln City, OR 
Timothy Bogue, University of Illinois – Chicago, Chicago, IL 
Ian Botts, KCI Technologies, Inc, Hunt Valley, MD 
Bryan Bowersock, Genesis Group, Tampa, FL 
Beth Brownlee, City of Charleston, SC 
Keith Bryan, Coconino County, Flagstaff, AZ 
Jonathan Byron, Environmental Services Inc, Jacksonville, FL 
Judy Cevelin-Pizzo, Oviedo, FL 
Bryan Claxton, Burns & McDonnell, Kansas City, MO 
Michael Coles, WilsonMiller Inc., Naples, FL 
Gini Connolly, City of Hurst, Hurst, TX 
Mary Cornell, Midland County Equalization, Midland, MI 
Jerry Corr, Ocean Sky Consulting, Thornton, CO 
Jason Cosgrove, Volkert & Associates Inc, Birmingham, AL 
Katherine Cotney, Birmingham, AL 
James Creasy, PA Game Commission, Danville, PA 
James Justin Daniel, Bulloch County Board of Commissioners, 

Statesboro, GA 
Tom de Beyer, Elections Alberta, Edmonton, AB Canada
John DeGange, City of Temecula, CA 
Rajendra Dutt, Weston Solutions Inc, Dallas, TX 
Harold Feinberg, State of California, Sacramento, CA 
Jesse Feldmeyer, Pacific Grove, CA 
John Ferketic, James W. Sewall Co, Old Town, ME 
Tim FitzGibbons, City of Overland Park, Overland Park, KS 
L. David Flores, JE Saenz and Assoc,  Edinburg, TX 
James Furiosi, Lee County Port Authority, Fort Myers, FL 
Steve Gay, Mid-America Regional Council, Kansas City, MO 
Ahmad Ghandi, Activsea, Cranford, NJ 

Thomas Gibbons, University of Denver, Denver, CO 
Nicole Godfroy, Sarpy County, Papillion, NE 
Colin Gowens, Fulton County, Atlanta, GA 
Ulrick Graham, Fulton County,  Atlanta, GA 
Heidi Hammel, KCI Technologies, Inc, Hunt Valley, MD 
Craig Hanson,   Seattle, WA 
Michael Hartmann, NYC Dept of Finance, New York, NY 
Robert Heckman, Lucas County, Toledo, OH 
Christopher Heyn, KCI Technologies, Inc, Hunt Valley, MD 
Jason Howard, State of Arizona, Gilbert, AZ 
Gerry James, BGC Engineering Inc, Vancouver, BC Canada
Robert James, White Wulf Consultants, Newark, United Kingdom
Fred Judson, Ohio DOT, Bowling Green, OH 
Bruce Kessler, Kessler GIS, Colville, WA 
Bobby Kimball, San Diego State University, Farmington, NM 
Robert King, Sunrise Engineering Inc, Afton, WY 
Edith Konopka, Westfield, NJ 
Rachel Kornak, Haley & Aldrich, Novi, MI 
Garry La Belle, Burns & McDonnell Engineering, Kansas City, MO 
Frank Lenk, Mid-America Regional Council, Kansas City, MO 
Wenfeng (Alex) Li, Fulton County, Atlanta, GA 
Leonard Linder, NYC Dept of Finance, New York, NY 
Lucia Lovison-Golob, Harvard University, Wellesley, MA 
Maria MacGunigal, City of Sacramento, Sacramento, CA 
Jonathan Mark, City of Vancouver, BC Canada
Anita Martinec, Glades County Sheriff Office, Moore Haven, FL 
Shan Mc Adoo, Innovateq LLC, Silver Spring, MD 
William Mc Lay, Montgomery County Court House, Norristown, PA 
John Merritt, 3001 Inc., Gainesville, FL 
Dmitry Messen, Houston-Galveston Area Council, Houston, TX 
Aaron Michelson, University of Wisconsin – Milwaukee, 

Milwaukee, WI 
Edward Miller, Pace, Arlington Heights, IL 
Theresa Moore-Williams, Fulton County, Atlanta, GA 
Jennifer Mwinzi, Oakland, CA 
David Newman, Autodesk Canada, Burnaby, BC Canada

Patrick Olsen, American River College, Sacramento, CA 
Chad Olson, City of Clive, IA 
Patrick Parsons, Department of Water Resources, Red Bluff, CA 
Donna Phillips, City of Hayden, ID 
Stephen Pullen, Hann McKenzie Valuation Services, Kyabram, 

Victoria Australia
Jeff Quigley, IPLANcorp, London, ON Canada
Eva Reid, Arizona Department of Transportation, Tempe, AZ 
Jean-Guy Renaud, Affaires, Montreal, QC Canada
Andrea Repinsky, Mid-America Regional Council, Kansas City, MO 
Roberto Rodriguez, USB, Miami, FL 
Darren Rozenek, City of Akron, OH 
Christine Rudd, City of New Westminster, BC Canada
Jose Saenz, JE Saenz and Assoc, Inc, Edinburg, TX 
Joe Seppi, Michael Baker Jr Inc, Beaver, PA 
Chuck Snow, Aerial Experts, Birmingham, AL 
John Staight, Eagle County, Eagle, CO 
Beth Stark, Macon Water Authority, Macon, GA 
John Sterritt,   Georgetown, ON Canada
JT Stewart, University of Texas at Austin, Austin, TX 
Lianne Stewart, Origin Geosystems, Atlanta, GA 
George Stylianopoulos, City of Cambridge, MA 
Matthew Teague, Firstcall Network Inc, Baton Rouge, LA 
Bill Ten Broeck, Imaging Technologies, Atlanta, GA 
Bob Thompson, City of Valdez, AK 
Maryanne Tong, City of Destin, FL 
Jim Trimble, Burns & McDonnell Engineering, Kansas City, MO 
Brian Udelhofen, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN 
Carrie Webb, Fulton County, Atlanta, GA 
Kenneth Wright, Wastewater Management Authority, Jatujak, Lat 

Yao, Bangkok Thailand
Carl Wyatt, Fulton County, Atlanta, GA 
David Yao, KCI Technologies, Inc, Hunt Valley, MD 
Karen Zera, Town of Ocean City, MD 
Fan Zhao, Razavi Application Developers Inc, Rockville, MD 

on the Web, providing instant access 
to information about a disaster to 
response team managers any time 
and anywhere they are.  So let us 
not forget while we are using GIS to 
manage forestry, local government 
and agriculture, that other 
organizations around the world are 
using GIS everyday to save lives.  And 
let us think that by contributing to the 
industry and enhancing the uses of GIS 
that we are in effect contributing to a 
greater goal.  The goal of effectively 
minimizing the impact of  natural 
hazards where they are no longer 
a threat to human life but a natural 
occurrence that can by prepared for, 
mitigated and responded to.

Written by Marla Maniacco, 
Communications Coordinator
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